
Michael Markowski’s stock picking contestant performances 

Michael Markowski was named as one of Fortune Magazine’s top 50 investors in an 

article, “Top Picks from 50 Great Investors”, that appeared in its 2004 Investor Guide 

issue.  Each of the 50 provided Fortune with their favorite stock pick.  The web 

conferencing company, Webex, which was Markowski’s pick was subsequently 

acquired by Cisco Systems for a 200% gain.  Michael Markowski has competed in 

numerous stock picking contests sponsored by Equities Magazine. 

The table below contains the stock picks that Michael Markowski provided to Fortune 

and Equities Magazines between 2004 and 2008.  Four of the five picks that Mr. 

Markowski gave to the magazines between 2004 and 2008 were acquired for 

cash.  The share price of the lone remaining public company, Net Scout had 

increased by 269% as of November 26, 2021.     

  

Performance of stock picks provided to Equities and Fortune Magazine 

by Michael Markowski for annual stock picking contests as of 11/26/21   
  

Magazine Year Pick Pick 

Price 

Price 

@11/26/21 

% 

Change 

Fortune 

Magazine 

2004 Webex $19.00 $57.00* 200% 

Equities 

Magazine 

2005 United Online 

(UNTD) 

$11.32 $11.00* -3.0% 

Equities 

Magazine 

2006 Info Crossing $8.20 $18.70* 128% 

Equities 

Magazine 

2007 Net Scout (NTCT) $8.15 $30.01 269% 

Equities 

Magazine 

2008 Transcend Services $15.50 $29.50* 90% 

*Acquired for cash 

  

 

The table below includes pick performances and rankings among total contestants 

for Michael Markowski, Mario Gabelli and Larry Rader.  The four were contestants in 

the Equities Magazine annual stock picking contests between 2005 and 2008.  CNBC’s 

Jim Cramer was contestant for only the 2007 Equities Magazine contest.   

http://web.archive.org/web/20101128091430/http:/stockdiagnostics.com/1_Fortune_investor_guide_December_2003.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.archive.org%2Fweb%2F20101128091430%2Fhttp%3A%2Fstockdiagnostics.com%2F1_Fortune_investor_guide_December_2003.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFJUER4fDeUgNA4zGon0k2A92NpBg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FWebEx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFjHP_IaU9IU0yRiTVUkEZDDaW0Pw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwealthinfonet.com%2Fif-you-could-love-only-one.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHk0GNqtByvGhrC8WhwoB7Slk_hhQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.archive.org%2Fweb%2F20101128092131%2Fhttp%3A%2Fstockdiagnostics.com%2F7_One_for_the_money_January_2006.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEdDvpHdqmGFg4F4MsZv7ra9DjmYQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.datacenterknowledge.com%2Farchives%2F2007%2F08%2F06%2Finfocrossing-bought-by-wipro-for-600m%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGFCJuVhcLZqaCCvojB2yBSNPLmgA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.archive.org%2Fweb%2F20101128092528%2Fhttp%3A%2Fstockdiagnostics.com%2F24_favorites_of_the_famous_January_2008.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF7l5Ah2yJYNq096vaGBgzGdZcqoA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.archive.org%2Fweb%2F20101128092528%2Fhttp%3A%2Fstockdiagnostics.com%2F24_favorites_of_the_famous_January_2008.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF7l5Ah2yJYNq096vaGBgzGdZcqoA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zdnet.com%2Fblog%2Fbtl%2Fnuance-buys-transcend-for-300-million-bolsters-medical-business%2F70995&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF8WfXudzDwQ9kCkR7S7Llkn0EWuw


Performance of Picks & Contestant Rankings for 

Markowski, Rader, Gabelli and Cramer 

Equities Magazine stock picking contests 2005-2007 

  

Expert Year Ranking % change 

M. Markowski 2005 3/11 +28% 

L. Rader   9/11 -34% 

M. Gabelli   10/11 -38% 

M. Markowski 2006 4/9 +50% 

M. Gabelli   5/9 +45% 

L. Rader   6/9 +23% 

M. Markowski 2007 2/10 +27% 

M. Gabelli   3/10 +19% 

J. Cramer   4/10 -13% 

L. Rader   6/10 -50% 

  

  
 
 

Mr. Gabelli, Mr. Rader and Mr. Cramer; were the three most famous of the nine to 11 

contestants which Mr. Markowski competed against in Equities Magazine’s stock 

picking contests.  The contests were held annually from 2005 to 2007:   

• Jim Cramer, host of CNBC’s Mad Money.   

 

• Mario Gabelli was named Mutual Fund Manager of the year in 1997 and 

was Wall Street’s highest paid CEO for 2013.   

 

• Larry Rader from 1978 to 1993 was Merrill Lynch’s Director of its Emerging 

Growth Stock Group.  He was the mentor of Mr. Markowski, who began his career 

with Merrill Lynch.       
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